Early Years Foundation Stage to Year 1 Transition Policy
Why do we need a transition policy? 

‘At its best the management of transition from Year R to Year 1 should be part of a broader whole school approach to achieving good curricular continuity and progression in pupils’ learning.’ 

(Transition from Reception Year to Year 1 -  An evaluation by HMI –Ofsted 2004)

Two of the main points of action from this report are as follows:

· ‘Schools…should ensure that learning experiences in Year 1 build upon the practical approaches and structured play in Year R’

· Schools should…’involve subject co-ordinators and co-ordinators for special educational needs in planning for curricular continuity from the Foundation Stage to Key Stage 1.’
In March 2005 A Study of the Transition from the Foundation Stage to Key Stage 1 was carried out by the National Foundation for Educational Research (NfER). The report made some of the following recommendations to schools:

· Schools should encourage staff to adopt similar routines, expectations and activities in Reception and Year 1. School managers should allocate resources to enable children in Year 1 to experience some play-based activities that give access to opportunities such as sand and water, role play, construction and outdoor learning.

· The amount of time children in Year 1 spend sitting still and listening to the teacher should be reduced. Year 1 teachers should be encouraged to increase opportunities for active, independent learning and learning through play.
· Schools need to reduce the emphasis given to children recording their work in writing at the beginning of Year 1.
In 2007 the National Assessment Agency stressed the importance of using Early Years Foundation Stage Profile data to inform planning in Year 1 

“ …the lack of use of the FSP data by year 1 teachers remains an issue. The FSP provides rich, manageable information that clearly identifies the next steps in learning for individuals and groups of children in all aspects of their development. Key stage 1 teachers are urged to make full use of this information to support a seamless transition for all children.”
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), statutory from September 2008, is a framework from birth to 60 months. As many children do not reach their 60th month until they are in Year 1 this has implications to the year 1 curriculum in that it needs to be practical and play based to meet the needs of young children.  
Therefore in order to meet the recommendations listed above we need to develop a policy for transition so that continuity of learning between the Early Years Foundation and Year 1 exists. 
Cage Green Primary School’s Philosophy 
We believe that children who enter the Reception class in September, regardless of when they attend school full time, must receive their entitlement to the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum. The EYFS provides the firm foundations upon which subsequent learning builds. Although all elements of Literacy and Numeracy are present for all children during group sessions across the day in Reception, the more formal elements of teaching styles are not introduced until Year One. We recognise that Key Stage 1 is different from the Early Years Foundation Stage and therefore we aim to manage the transition from Reception to Year 1 in a gradual, staged approach, which allows the children to adapt during the Autumn Term, or for longer depending on the individual children’s needs. 
We also believe that an active, practical and hands on approach to the curriculum should be fostered throughout Year 1 and linked should be made across the curriculum to enable a more holistic approach to learning. 

Aims

Our aim is that our children should:

· Continue to receive the EYFS curriculum for the duration of Year R and beyond where necessary; 

· Have a gradual introduction to the full literacy and numeracy sessions; 

· Continue to have opportunities for structured play and activities in Year 1, as appropriate;
· Write and record for a purpose;
· Experience a smooth transition where they feel secure, comfortable and successful; 

· Enjoy learning and make progress in their learning.
It would be an advantage for Year 1 staff to:

· Observe the Reception area during the Summer Term to see how the day is structured;
· Meet with the Reception teacher(s) to share the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (FSP) data; 

· Use the FSP data to inform planning and the children’s next steps; 

· Link their first half term plans to structured play opportunities with help from the Early Years Foundation Stage Leader;
· Plan practical, hands on activities across the curriculum and link curriculum areas together where possible;

· Have an additional adult available to work with the children during Literacy and Numeracy sessions;
· Restrict the amount of time children are expected to sit on the carpet, including registration time, for example, continue to self register;
· Initially keep the expectation of recorded work to a minimum; encourage recording using creative forms and record evidence of learning through observations and annotated photographs. 

Inclusion 

Children learn in different ways and adults need to ensure that their planning caters for different learning styles and the individual learning needs of all pupils irrespective of social background, culture, race, gender, differences in ability and disabilities.

Reviewing of policy

This policy will be reviewed on a yearly basis and will evolve to incorporate the views of all staff concerned. 

[image: image1.png]



